Wi s c a s s e t
MAINE'S PRETTIEST VILLAGE

Third Edition

The continued growth of the Town of Wiscasset over the years
and Fire Department. As a result, the voters gave approval
drawing. The Fire Station will use the center and left sections
Police Department and Superintendent of Schools office. The
Streets.

resulted in the need for larger and more modern quarters in which to house the Municipal offices
at the March 1967 Town Meeting for the construction of the modern structure shown in the above
of the building, while in the right portion will be the Town Office, Board of Selectmen and quarters,
site is on U. S. Route I at the intersection of Route 27, also bounded by Washington and Churchill

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
T H IS BROCHURE was prepared and pub
lished under the direction of the Board of
Selectmen. Its purpose is to attempt to tell
in a sm all way of the many assets offered
by the Town of W iscasset to new businesses
and prospective industries and to the tour
ists who yearly pass through by the tens of
thousands.

W e welcome any and all inquiries con
cerning Our Town, whose future history
offers as much if not more than its historic
and colorful past as an excellent community
in which to live, work and play.
W e would also like to say thanks and re
spectfully dedicate this brochure to the
Citizens of W iscasset, whose cooperation
and support made it possible.

SHIRE TOWN OF LINCOLN COUNTY
W ISCASSET is the shire
town of Lincoln County, and
as such is the headquarters
for the various governm ental
agencies that function on that
level. The Lincoln County
Courthouse, which dates back
to 1824, houses the Superior,
Probate and D istrict Courts,
the offices of County A ttor
ney, C lerk of Courts, Register
of Deeds, Register of Probate,
C ivil Defense, Sheriff, County
T reasurer and County Com
missioners.
As noted in the first edition
of this brochure, the Lincoln
Lincoln County Courthouse, Built in 1824
County Courthouse is believed
to be the oldest building now used in New Eng
land for holding court. It has an historical
background second to none and within its
Register of Deeds office can be found some of
the oldest documents ever recorded in the
U nited States. Among them is a deed dated
J u ly 2, 1625 which conveys certain lands to the
white men from their Indian owners.
T he Town Common, located in front of the
courthouse, is one of the most restful and
picturesque such plots in M aine. Its benches
under the shade of huge spreading trees offer
a cool spot in which to sit and contemplate on
a warm summer afternoon.
T he town itself operates under the most
popular form of government still enjoyed in
Section of the Town Comr
New England — the town meeting. For those
not fam iliar with this type of
government, it is still the only
kind that permits each and
every citizen to have a voice
in m unicipal affairs.
A t h r e e - m a n Board of
Selectm en, elected annually,
adm inisters com munity gov
ernm ental affairs, assisted by
the other various town officers
such as clerk, treasurer, road
commissioner, police and fire
chiefs and on down the line so
that there is someone respon
sible for every phase of the
overall governing unit.
Modern Post Office Built on U. S. Route I
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EARLY HISTORY OF W ISCASSET
ISC A SSE T ’S heritage is most certainly a colorful one, one that dates back
hundreds of years, even beyond the date of 1605, the year when it’s believed
by some that the great French Explorer C ham plain landed at W iscasset Point for
a meeting with the then Indian residents.
From inform ation still available it’s thought that early N orth A m erican ex
plorers before Cham plain stopped at a number of places in the region.
Numerous definitions of the name of W iscasset have been advanced through
the years. W ithout going into the various names this section m ay have o rigin ally
been called by the Indians, it is gen erally accepted that the name means the meeting
place of the three tides or three rivers.
Not much is known about the early white visitors, except for C ham plain and
his probable visit of 1605, until 1649 when, according to one source, W iscasset
Point was purchased by one C hristopher Lamson from the Indians residing in the
area.
A lthough there are no tribes in this section of M aine today, this source reports
that the W om panoags and W awenocks had their village in or near W iscasset and
it was probably from them that Lamson m ade his purchase.
Land deals were so m any and rather vague from what is now known about the
e arly days of the region, but the first recorded attem pt at settling the land now
occupied by this Sh ire Town was evidently m ade by one George Davies and his
brother, John, who were Englishmen, and two other men in 1660.
These men m ade a clearing near the site of the old ja il and built huts. A fter
three years had passed and the section was considered desirable for a homestead
the Davies purchased land from the Indians.
T he settlement continued until it was abandoned at the outbreak of the Indian
W ars that began in 1676 and which continued for m any years. T he D avies’ land
eventually passed into the hands of a group of M assachusetts men who later
disposed of it.
From what is known the resettlem ent of W iscasset didn’t take place until 1729
when Robert Hooper and his fam ily moved in and built a log cabin on the west
side of where W ater Street now runs.
T he period from the time the resettlem ent began until 1760 saw the population
grow steadily as other fam ilies moved in and on February 13 of the latter year the
Town of Pownalborough was incorporated.
It was the 16th town incorporated in M aine — then a province of M assachusetts
— and was nam ed after the governor of the province, Thomas Pownall, a British
statesman and soldier.
Pownalborough became the Shire Town of Lincoln County when the latter
was incorporated on Jun e 19, 1760. T he town included all of the territory now
occupied by A ina, Dresden, Swan Island (form erly known as Perkins) and
W iscasset.
Because of its largeness, the residents of the town voted in 1768 to divide
it into two parishes, or precincts. Later, in 1773, the east precinct of Pownal
borough, now W iscasset, was created.
Pownalborough was broken up into the separate communities in 1794 but
W iscasset retained the parent name for eight years, until 1802, when it became
known by its present name.
T hus for more than 200 years — from 1760 — W iscasset has been organized
as part of a town; since 1794 has had its present size and since 1802 its name.
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D uring the years of 1760-64 the Pownalborough Courthouse in D resden was
built for the newly established Lincoln County by the Plym outh Company.
T his building served as a courthouse until 1794, the year Pownalborough was
broken up, and the courts were then moved to W iscasset where they have rem ained
ever since.
Now owned by the Lincoln County C ultural and H istorical Association, the
Pownalborough Courthouse is restored and open to the public, during the summer
— J u ly through Labor Day.
r'
W iscasset p layed an historical role in the Revolutionary W ar, but space does
not perm it going into details except to note that on one occasion a British frigate
entered W iscasset H arbor threatening to blow up the town unless provided with
* needed provisions. N eedless to say, this request was com plied with.
Following the R evolutionary W ar W iscasset became a real shipping center
and for some years prior to 1800 was the largest port north of Boston. It was
the favorite headquarters for m any sea captains and traders.
W iscasset became a flourishing community and at one point, according to an
old report, n early became the capital of the State of M aine, but was turned down
because it was near the coast and would be difficult to defend in event of an attack
from other countries. Some of its handsome, historical homes still stand as testi
mony to the fact that wealth was m ade here by many.
It was in 1807 that Congress adopted the Embargo Act that saw W iscasset’s
then glorious era slow down and grad u ally come to an end. From then on, the
town, although still a great port, failed steadily as the center it once was.
However, through the m any years it has m aintained its role as the prettiest
■ village in M aine; one that is not only a sm all shopping and Sum m er recreation
center but which also serves as one of the most enjoyable residential communities
on the M aine coastline.
Its governm ental, civic and social activities have all combined to make W iscas
set an im portant community in the modern day era, an importance that compares
favorably with the position it once held in the beginning of the state itself.
Its industrial clim ate is second to none, with m any good acres of available
land for any type of industry or business; its em ploym ent record, n atu rally due
to the excellence of its people, is among the best in M aine, and for year ’round
living the Shire Town offers more than most communities could ever hope for.
The perm anent population is in the neighborhood of 1,800; its tax rate is
h igh ly favorable, but most im portant of all W iscasset is known for its frien dly,
hospitable, progressive, and yet economy m inded people, a community where
com fortable living is always assured.
(Footnote: Because of space and other lim itations the above article must
necessarily be only an attem pt to cover some of the highlights in the early history
of the town. M uch of the m aterial used was obtained from the "Elem entary
School H istory of Alna-Dresden-Edgecom b-Pittston-W iscasset.” T his textbook
was the result of a project organized by the then Supt. of Schools R andall F.
„ Cummings and was published in 1933. Dr. Bertram E. Packard, then State Com
missioner of Education, read the m aterial compiled during the year-long project
- and verified that it was substantially authentic. T here are always differences of
opinion when the whole or p artial history of any community is written, a situation
that cannot be avoided as each person has his own idea of what is fact or fiction.
’ However, for those persons interested in reading the most complete history of
W iscasset we recommend Fannie S. C hase’s book "W iscasset in Pownalborough.” )
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CMP and WiscassetGood Neighbors
for 25 Years

C entral
M aine
P ower

C entral M aine Power Com pany’s plant
in W iscasset is a steam -electric generating
installation nam ed Mason Station, honoring
a form er chief engineer of the company,
Frank H . M ason.
IN W I S C A S S E T
T he build ing houses five turbo generators
and a m yriad maze of equipm ent necessary
to their operation. Its combined rated capability of 153,500 kilowatts gives it
the status of M aine’s second largest electric generating plant. (W . F. W ym an S ta
tion in Y arm outh, with a capacity of 225,000 kilowatts is the largest.)
T he uncanny tim ing of the installations of the first four units at W iscasset
earned it the title, "destiny’s handm aiden.” And for good reason . . .
U n it one started producing electricity just one month after the Japanese
attack on Pearl H rbor created an unexpected dem and for electricity as American
industry swung into high-gear war production.
C M P’s M ason Station is W iscasset’s largest em ployer and by far its largest
taxpayer. Company personnel also fulfill their civic obligations through local
offices, committees, service clubs, churches, school groups and other organizations.
A quarter of a century has been recorded on history’s pages since C entral
M aine Power Company established the Mason plant.
Y et, even today, CM P employees often are asked:
"W h y did C entral M aine Power choose W iscasset as its plant site?”

Mason Station, Birch Point, Wiscasset
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T he question, of course, cannot be answered simply.
Technical requirem ents called for a location with room to grow, with an
adequate supply of fresh water for boilers, with cold water for the condensers and
Continued on Page 7

Atomic Power Comes to Wi scasset. . . . and Maine!
In 1972, on a site at B ailey Point in
W iscasset, M aine Y ankee w ill become
operational. W hen it goes on the line,
this 800,000-KW plant w ill be the
largest nuclear-fueled generating sta
tion in New England, supplying lowcost electric power to the CM P service
area and other customers in M aine
and the N ortheast.

ployed on the site at the height of con
struction. Once completed, the plant
will provide full-tim e em ploym ent for
approxim ately 65 technicians and engi
neers, and its perm anent p ayro ll w ill
contribute significantly to W iscasset’s
continuing prosperity.

M aine Y ankee w ill be part of the
"B ig 11 Powerloop,” the $1.5 billion
electric power network being built by
the investor-owned electric companies
of New England. T he three m ajor
M aine utilities—C entral M aine Power,
Bangor H ydro-Electric and M aine Pub
lic Service — w ill be the m ajor par' -ticipants in this huge cooperative ven
ture at B ailey Point. However, the
economy of scale of M aine Y ankee
would not have been possible without
the cooperation of eight neighboring
New England utilities: New England
Power Company, The Connecticut
Light and Power Company, Public
Service Company of New H am pshire,
Cam bridge Electric L ight Company,
M ontaup Electric Company, T he H a rt
ford Electric Light Company, W estern
M assachusetts Electric Company and
C entral V erm ont Public Service Cor
poration.
,

The village of W iscasset w ill benefit
dram atically from the economic impact
- that the plant’s construction and opera
tion w ill have on the region. M aine
Y an kee’s estim ated cost is well over
. $100 m illion, exclusive of fuel costs.
As m any as 800 people w ill be em

Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company Site,
Bailey Point, Wiscasset
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Aerial photograph of Wiscasset Municipal Airport

TRANSPORTATION
dling the increased influx into M aine
of private plane owners has been a
longtim e dream of a number of com
m unity residents. The move to get
the plans off paper and into actuality ^ was spearheaded by Brewster D. Doggett, a civic m inded citizen who spent
untold hours — and money — to see
that the project reached the construc
tion stage.
H e has been assisted by the Rev.
Joseph K. Eastman and A ttorney A lan
C. Pease.
In addition to its long straight run
way, which runs northeast and south
west, the airport has 100 feet of sod
over-run at each end and a parking
ramp some 400 feet long and 100 feet
wide. Other features include an ad 
m inistration building for flight oper
ations and a customer’s lounge.
T here is also an 80 by 40 foot
hangar of steel construction that will
accommodate aircraft up to the size of
a twin Beechcraft and Commander.
T he hangar is used m ainly for m ain
tenance of air ships, including- 100hour and periodic inspection and all
minor and m ajor aircraft overhaul in
the single engine and ligh t twin engine
categories.

r | ^HE W iscasset M unicipal A irport,

one of M aine’s newest, has already
begun to play an important role in the
transportation picture along that sec
tion of M aine coast, and offers prom 
ises of doing even still more as time
goes on.
Its location off Route 144 and close
to U .S. Route 1 makes it a prime at
traction to summer visitors as well as
area year ’round businesses that re
quire fast, airlift service.
T he airport is but 35 miles from
Portland, 135 from Boston and only
270 air miles from New Tork. Its
modern facilities, including all night
lights, rotating beacon, unicorn system,
and 2,800 foot bituminous concrete
runway, constitute an important factor
in the area transportation situation.
Some $300,000 has been spent to
make the airport an up-to-date oper
ation, financed on the basis of 50 per
cent from the federal government, 25
by the state and the rem aining 25 from
W iscasset, with the assistance of the
county and thus the other communities
in the general area. The airport is
under private m anagem ent chosen by
the town.
A modern airport capable of han
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ing the airport h igh ly attractive for
flying clubs who come in for a night
and go out again the next day.
Future plans include a turnaround
at each end of the runway, w idening of
the parking area for planes, and a cross
runway running northwest and south
east.
But the airport is only part of the
transportation picture in W iscasset.
T he town’s proxim ity to the In ter
state System at nearby Brunswick; its
location on U .S. Route 1; the bus serv
ice that connects it with other M aine
communities and thus the rest of New
England and the country; the fact that
the M aine C entral R ailroad runs a
freigh t line through the town; its serv
ice by a m ajor trucking term inal with
connections to the rest of the U nited
States; and its water facilities all com
bine to make it a hub of transportation.
Included in the water facilities are
a prime location on the Sheepscot
River and a deep water port that is
open year ’round.

The airport offers 24-hour service,
with nighttim e needs filled on call. It
has 80 and 100 octane gasoline avail
able and car rental for those out of
state visitors who fly in and want to
inspect the scenic M aine coast close
UPA ctually, the W iscasset m unicipal
airport is in the heart of the coastal
region, about halfw ay between Port
land and Bar H arbor by air. It is in
the midst of one of the finest boating
and fishing regions in New E ngland
and but 10 automobile miles from the
Shipbuilding C ity of Bath and about
18 miles from Interstate 95 in Bruns
wick.
For those who don’t know how to
fly but want to learn there is an in
struction service. O ther attractions in
clude an aerial photography business
and scenic flights.
Between 50 and 60 cars can be
parked in the special area designed for
this purpose and tiedowns are avail
able for some 35 to 40 aircraft, m ak

CM P and W ISC A SSE T
From Page 5
a separate warm water discharge area. Pier-side water depths which would ac
commodate fuel bearing tankers and colliers and accessibility by rail and highway
were among other needs to be considered.
Birch Point in W iscasset could meet C M P’s plant needs. But so, too, could
other M aine sites which were studied as possible locations. So why, then, was
W iscasset chosen?
T he element which tipped the scales in favor of the fam ed and venerable
seaport village m ay be sum marized in a single word — PEOPLE.
Indeed, the citizens of W iscasset showed, from the very beginning of C entral
M aine Power’s site studies, a spirit of cooperation and a w illingness to assist in every
possible way. W arm th, friendliness and understanding prevailed at official meet
ings and in private conversations.
CM P was m ade to feel that it would be welcome in W iscasset, whether the
installation it planned be sm all or large.
In turn, the company gave assurance that it would do everything possible to
m aintain the natural beauty of the village which has so enraptured so many
visitors. C M P ’s aim was to build and operate its plant with the least possible
inconvenience to W iscasset, and to fulfill a reasonable share of civic responsibilities.
C entral M aine Power is happy that it chose W iscasset and looks forward to
its next 25 years of corporate living among the frien dly, cooperative citizens of
"M ain e’s prettiest village.”
7
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WISCASSET VILLAGE
1.

Old Powder House

2.

First Congregational
Church

3.

Lincoln County
Courthouse

4.

Wiscasset Library

5.

St. Philip's
Episcopal Church

6.

Wiscasset Baptist
Church

7.

Maine Art Gallery

8.

New Post Office

9.

Nickels-Sortwell
House

10.

Town Hall

11.

Old Customs House

12.

Luther Little and
Hesper, former
sailing ships

13.

Elementary Schools

14.

Lincoln County
Museum & Old Jail

15.

New Wiscasset
High School

16.

Lincoln County
Fire Museum

TOWN L A N D IN G

S HEEPSCOT
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A new industry, Hardware Products Co.,
manufacturer of pressed metal machine parts.

Wiscasset
Industrial Development
Corporation

One of the buildings available for industrial or
manufacturing use.

N organization dedicated to attracting new business and industry to the Town
of W iscasset is its Industrial Development Corporation, form ed in 1957, mem
bership in which is open in personal and business categories.
T he first m ajor action taken by the corporation was the purchase of a strip of
land along the w aterfront from the town lan din g to the A ina line, including the
acquisition of the much-publicized old sailin g ships, the Hesper (or Hesperus as it
is also known) and the Luther Little that now rest in the harbor near shore.
Also included was the acquisition of the piece of land on which the old ra il
road roundhouse was located. T he latter section was sold to the town for a Little
League ballpark after being bought by the corporation. T he selling price of $6,000
was a bargain for the community and enabled the local group to pay for the w ater
front property and the ships.
T he Industrial Development Corporation is hopeful that the w aterfront land
it owns w ill eventually be utilized for recreational purposes. Its location on the
Sheepscot River and the year ’round open harbor offer excellent opportunity for
future development.
The corporation holds regular meetings on a bi-monthly basis and others
when the occasion calls for them.
Officers are H aro ld A. Cam pbell, president; Dr, Ernest G. Graumann, secre
tary, and W alter H . Sherm an, treasurer. Directors include A lan C. Pease, Roy E.
Farm er, D onald T. Brackett, W illiam I. K eirstead and Brewster D. Doggett.
As stated in its papers of incorporation, the purposes of the organization "are
the fostering, encouraging and assisting the physical location, settlem ent and re
settlement of industrial, m anufacturing, commercial, residential and recreational
enterprises within the State of M aine and in furtherance of its objects the corpo
ration shall have the righ t and power to purchase or otherwise hold, build, con
struct, operate, own, lease, m ortgage, sell, option or otherwise acquire and dispose
of any and all real estate and personal property of any nature, to borrow, lend,
grant or otherwise donate any of its assets, and do all other things incidental,
an cillary, related, pertaining, necessary and proper to or connected with any or all
of the purposes and kinds of projects hereinabove mentioned.”
Persons or firms interested in obtaining inform ation on the possible location
of a business or industry in W iscasset are invited to contact the Industrial Develop
ment Corporation.

A
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Historic Points of Interest. . .
ISC A SSE T is a community with
a number of historic points of
interest for the visitors. Among them
are the Lincoln County Museum and
Old Jail, the Maine A rt Gallery and
the Lincoln County Fire Museum, all
sponsored by the Lincoln County C ul
tural and H istorical Association, Inc.,
and the Nickels-Sortwell House, oper
ated by the Society for the Preserva
tion of New England A ntiquities, plus
other attractions for visitors.
T he Association, which makes its
headquarters in W iscasset, was formed
in 1954, the year after Sheriff Stanley
G. W altz had closed the old Lincoln
County J a il on Federal Street (Route
218). N either he nor the Lincoln
County Commissioners knew what to
do with it, and little wonder, for the
ja il was constructed of great granite
blocks—w alls, floors, ceilings—brought
from Q uarry Point on the Sheepscot
River below W iscasset.
So great was the labor involved that
it took from 1809 to 1811 to build the
ja il. It was the first penitentiary to be
erected in the D istrict of M aine (then
a part of M assachusetts).
The red brick ja ile r’s home which is
attached to the ja il was built in 1839
to replace an earlier house destroyed
by fire. It has interesting features in
cluding double parlors with matching
fireplaces, a large kitchen fireplace with
deep brick oven rem aining from the
original house, the old shed and three
large rooms and a ja ile r’s bedroom up-

W

Section of kitchen in the old jailer's house

stairs, all today used for museum pur
poses.
V isiting the ja il for the first time
after it was closed, M iss M ildred G.
B urrage, a resident of W iscasset who
had worked on the restoration of old
houses, suggested it should be pre
served and that the house m ight be
used as a museum for the display of
old and new M aine handicrafts and
relics of Lincoln County.

Looking down one of the old jail's corridors

Sheriff W altz h eartily agreed, and a
group of interested county residents
helped form the Association, of which
he became president and Miss B urrage
vice president.
Lincoln County Museum and Old Jail

Continued on Page 12
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period. The collection includes all
kinds of old tools, hand woven quilts,
pottery, furniture and items for house
hold use. U pstairs the contemporary
work of M aine craftsmen is on display,
among which are pewter, pottery,
weaving, silk screen prints and toys.
September opens with an exhibition
of paintings and sculpture arranged
for the pleasure of the autumn tourists
who miss the large summer art shows
in W iscasset at the M aine A rt G allery
which closes after Labor D ay. From
then until summer returns a variety of
exhibitions of interest to old and young
alike follow each other at the Museum.
T here is also a series of lectures on
Sun day afternoons. T he 10th anniver
sary of the start of the G allery was ob
served in 1967.
T he Museum is open d aily from
m id-June through September 30 from
9 to 5 week days and 2 to 5 on Sunday.
It is open the rest of the year on W ed 
nesday and Saturd ay from 10 to 12
and 2 to 5, on Sun day from 2 to 5
and at any time by appointment. A d
mission is free for members and chil
dren end 25c for all others.

HISTORIC POINTS
From Page 11
A variety of purposes were stated in
the bylaws, among them : "to preserve
the historic sites and monuments of
Lincoln C ounty; to provide a m u
seum ;” and, most im portant of all, "to
devise a plan for harm onizing the
county’s cultural and historical re
sources with the practical d aily prog
ress of modern life.”

Summer house on the museum grounds

T he L egislature obligingly passed an
act in February of 1955 enabling the
county commissioners to transfer the
use of the buildings to the Association
for a museum for $1.00. W ork began
at once on the interior with a gift of
$1,000.00 from Miss Frances A. Sortwell of W iscasset, a charter member.
T he late Miss Rachel Carson, fam ed
author and m arine biologist, gave a
lecture on Ju ly 13 of the same year on
"Between T ides on the M aine Coast,”
which provided the funds for the fu r
nace, later installed as a gift by Jack
W inters of W iscasset.
The new Museum was opened on
A ugust 18, 1955. T here has been a
great deal going on there ever since.
T hrough the summer months the
visitor to the Museum finds "Two
Flundred Y ears of M aine Arts and
S k ills,” things M aine people have
m ade for use or pleasure during this

1807 Building that houses Maine Art Gallery

The Maine A rt Gallery on W arren
Street, operated for the display and
sale of paintings, sculptures, prints and
drawings by artists who work in the
state, is one of W iscasset’s m ain attrac
tions each J u ly and A ugust (free).
12

The exhibitions are arranged by the
A rtists Committee of the Lincoln
County C ultural and H istorical Asso
ciation. M any artists of national repu
tation are working in M aine for at
least part of each year, and a number
have moved here in recent years.
The gallery enables visitors and resi
dents to view the work of these artists.
It also provides newcomers or young
artists an opportunity to show their
work to the G allery Ju ry and so per
haps be given a chance to exhibit.
The result is a professional show of
high quality.
The Maine A rt Gallery is housed in
a red brick building with a sm all
cupola, another old structure rescued
by the Association for today’s use. It
was built in 1807 by the W iscasset
A cadem ical Association as a school of
higher education.

Front of the Nickels-Sortwell House

house closely resembles Plate 30 in
A sher B enjam in’s book, American
B uilder’s Companion, which was pub
lished in Boston in 1806, the year be
fore the house was built. This adds
greatly to the educational interest of
the building.

The A rt Committee provided the
cost of repairs by p aying rent for five
years and the town put in a new fu r
nace. W hen not in use by the A rt
G allery the building is utilized by the
Cubs and Brownies, Boy and Girl
Scouts, Sheepscot Shores A rt Guild
and other organizations.

T he handsome facade with its Palladian window and Lunette window
above has been featured in archi
tectural books and publications and has

The Nickel-Sortwell House, one of
M aine’s most beautiful old homes, lo
cated at M ain and F ederal streets, was
built in 1807 by C aptain W illiam
Nickels, a retired shipmaster. It is
open to the public every year from
m id-June to mid-October. H ours are
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. T uesday
through Saturd ay and 2 to 5 p.m. on
Sunday during this period. There is
a sm all admission fee.
Miss Francis A. Sortwell left the
house with its furnishings at her death
to the Society for the Preservation of
New England A ntiquities. It is a r
ranged as a sea captain’s home with
m any pieces of furniture and acces
sories of the period.

Old Powder House circa 1813

The front doorway of this beautiful

Continued on Inside Back Cover
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An All ’Round Community. . .
IT H its fine business and. shop
ping district, professional offices,
up-to-date educational system, active
churches, fulltim e lib rary, numerous
civic and social organixations and lo
cation in the h eart of a vast recre
ational area W iscasset has something
to offer ju st about everyone.
A lthough sm all in population, it is
a town big in everything else.
Its
stores, restaurants, variety of lodging
places and service firms combine to
make it a good place to visit, overnight
or for a much longer stay.
T he downtown business section,
through which U . S. Route 1 passes,
is much larger than m any another
place of com parable size, m aking the
town a real shopping center for neigh
boring communities.
W iscasset has three m ajor churches,
the oldest of which is the First C ongre
gational, organized in 1773. The other
two are St. P h ilip ’s Episcopal Church,
whose history dates back to 1856, and
the Bible Baptist Church, chartered in
1952.
Catholics are able to attend
mass in either Bath to the west or
Dam ariscotta to the east, both nearby,
while there is a Synagogue in Bath for
those of Jew ish faith.
In addition, located within the town
on Route 218, one m ile from the shop
ping district, is what is known as the
"Sm allest Church in the W o rld .” Con
structed in 1958 by the late Reverend
Louis W . W est, for 35 years pastor of
the South Boston Baptist Church in
South Boston, it is m aintained as a
memorial to him.
T he sm all church contains only
enough room for two worshippers, and
has been visited by thousands of tour
ists. T he Reverend W est perform ed
10 weddings and one baptism in his
sm all church.
Following his retirem ent to W iscas
set the Reverend W est continued his

W

"Smallest Church in the World"

interest in the field of religion and as
a result built the now famous lan d 
m ark preserved in his memory. He
died in 1966.

First Congregational Church
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Erected in 1960-61, W iscasset H igh
School is a modern half-m illion dollar
institution designed to provide the best
secondary education possible for its
students.

A valuable part of the education of
any child is a public lib rary and the
town has one whose predecessors date
back to 1799.
T he building was completed in 1805,
built for the Lincoln and Kennebec
Bank under a M assachusetts Charter
of 1802. In the Northwest corner of
the basement was a " Ju g V au lt,” a
brick structure said to have resembled
a large bean pot, the top of which was
entered from a trap door in the floor
of the room above and in it was kept
the required reserves of $100,000 in
specie.
For some years, the second floor
was leased to the County for offices of
the C lerk of Courts, the Registry of
Probate, and the Registry of Deeds
and Records were kept there until 1824
when the original part of the present
County Court H ouse was completed.
Other business endeavors w e r e
housed here until 1862 when Mr.
Isaac T. Hobson converted the b uild
ing to a private residence. H e added
a M ansard roof in 1870 which was re
moved and the present roof designed
by W . Stanley Parker put on in 1936.
It was during the Hodson fam ily resi
dence that the wooden ell now housing
the C hildren’s Room was added.
A succession of several fam ilies lived
here until 1929 when the building was
purchased by a committee of generous
donors for use by the Library.

Wiscasset High School

The school was constructed to han
dle 250 students com fortably and con
tains 10 classrooms, adm inistrative of
fices, library, home economics labora
tory, science laboratory, industrial arts
shop, cafeteria for school lunches and
gym nasium. Located on the G ardiner
Road, it was planned so as to allow
room for future expansion should the
need arise.
W h ile the town has done much in
recent years for secondary pupils, it
has not forgotten those in the ele
m entary grades. T hree units are lo
cated together on Federal Street for
students through grade eight.
U nit 1 contains the jun io r prim ary,
first, second and third grades and a
gym nasium ; U n it 2 a cafeteria, fourth
and fifth grades; and U nit 3 (the
form er high school), the sixth, seventh
and eighth grades.
These students are offered a well
rounded program . T here is a library,
room for special classes, a music in
structor and physical education facili
ties. There is also a school lunch pro
gram. M any of the children in the
W iscasset school system are tuition
students from nearby communities.
T here is a school bus system for
transporting students in all grades.
A ll teachers in the system are cer
tified and have degrees, some with
their m aster’s.

Wiscasset Public Library

Continued on Page 16
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AN ALL ’ROUND COMMUNITY
From Page 15
T he W iscasset Public Library was in
corporated in 1920 by a group of ten
Incorporators. It was first established
in the M ethodist Church B uilding on
Fort H ill in the winter of 1921 with
M rs. H enry W . W ebb as Librarian.
It rem ained there until 1929 when it
was removed to its present location. It
is in a sense the successor to the W is
casset Social L ibrary which was started
in 1799 and was more or less active
through the 1800s. T he present L i
brary has an interesting collection of
books and records of that early
Library.
T he L ibrary has grown quite stead
ily since the beginning and the yearly
circulation of books is now nearly
21,000 volumes. It serves not only the
Town of W iscasset; but is much used
by the residents of the adjoining towns
of A ina, Dresden, Edgecomb, W estport, and W oolwich.
T he L ibrary endeavors to m aintain
a wide choice of the latest fiction and
non-fiction and to provide a helpful
selection of reference works.
From
time to time there are special collec
tions exhibited here and meetings for
lectures and general discussion of
tim ely subjects.
T he L ibrary has a large collection of
historical and genealogical notes left
by the late Fanny S. Chase, author of
"W iscasset in Pownalborough.”
The C hildren’s D epartment has a
large number of attractive books and
the children are encouraged to read by
a series of reading groups and special
incentive programs.
More than 15,000 volumes are con
tained in the W iscasset Public L ibrary,
which is open from 2 to 5:30 p.m.
M onday through S aturd ay and 6:30 to
9 on T uesday evening. Reading' pro
grams and story hours are held for
children during the summer.
The Lincoln County Law L ibrary is
m aintained in the courthouse for those
who need to refer to legal publications.
As mentioned earlier, the commu-

St. Philip's Episcopal Church

nity has numerous civic and social
organizations. The oldest of these is
the W iscasset Fire Society, instituted
on Ja n u ary 22, 1801, m aking it what
is believed to be the first organization
in the U nited States form ed for volun
teer community fire fighting.
A nother group with a long history
is the Fem ale C haritable Society of
W iscasset, founded in 1805. It has the
distinction of being' the second oldest
such organization in the country.
T here is a W iscasset W om en’s Club,
P-T Club, Lions, groups associated
with the churches, an O rder of the
Eastern Star, and Eastern Star Club,
Independent O rder of O dd Fellows,
Am erican Legion Post and a W iscasset
Y acht Club, to name some.

Bible Baptist Church
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The latter, of course, comes under
the category of recreation. The Y acht
Club has grown yearly since its incor
poration in 1952 and m aintains its own
v clubhouse in W iscasset H arbor with a
steward on duty in the summer. The
building is equipped with facilities for
4 parties, dancing, dining, etc., with ice
and refreshments available for visiting
^ boaters.
A nnual barbecues sponsored by the
4 Y acht Club in Ju ly and A ugust are
attended by boat owners from a wide
area of the M aine Coast. Guest moor
ings are available. T he mooring area
has been blueprinted and redrawn
with traffic aisles and buoys.
Improvements in the Y acht Club
property are constantly being made.
Its present float has a 90-foot frontage.
M embership fees are nominal — $5.00
for a junior, $5.00 for a single, $15.00
for a fam ily and $100.00 for life mem
bership.

H IST O R IC PO IN T S
From Page 13
also been photographed by Sam uel
Chamberlain.
The Lincoln County Fire Museum,
located on Federal Street in the barn
in the rear of the N ickels-Sortwell
House, contains a collection of the
county’s oldest fire fighting equipment,
which has been given by the various
towns to the Lincoln County C ultural
and H istorical Association.
The oldest piece of equipment on
exhibit is W iscasset’s ancient hand tub,
dated 1803. The barn also houses the

Yacht Club with sailboat in foreground

In addition to the racing, cruising
and water rendezvous enjoyed by
Y acht Club members and other boat
owners, fresh and salt water swimming
and fishing, golfing and other outdoor
activities, including tenting and camp
ing—featuring an outdoor pool—are
read ily available in or near W iscasset
in the spring and summer months.
T here is excellent hunting in the area
come fa ll and winter sports for those
who enjoy exercising in the snow.

last of the M aine stage coaches and an
oldtime hearse with great carved
plumes.
T he Fire Museum is open
week days from 10 to 5 and Sundays
from 2 to 5 through Ju ly and August.
Admission is 25c.

1829 handfub on display in the Fire Museum

This brochure, was prepared, edited and designed by Consultant Services,
146 State Street, Augusta, Maine 04330

The Hesper (also known as the Hesperus) and Luther Little are two of the most widely photo
graphed oldtime sailing ships in the world as they spend their final days berthed in Wiscasset
harbor. The Hesper was built in 1918 and Luther Little in 1917.
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